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Spring 2026 Groundwater Level Monitoring
Description and presentation of:

Groundwater elevations
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Water Year Types
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• Calculated using latest DWR guidelines 
(2021)

• Each water year ranked against 
preceding 29 years

• Factors in precipitation from current 
and previous water year

Water Year Type
Annual 

Precipitation
(inches)

Water Year

Above Normal152020

Dry82021

Critical102022

Wet332023

Wet212024

Below Normal72025

Above Normal212026
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Groundwater Elevations

Some perspective:
Paso Robles 
Formation Wells

Rise of 5 feet!
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2025 to 2026
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Groundwater Elevations

Some perspective:
Careaga Sand Wells

Rise of 13 feet!
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2025 to 2026
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2025 to 2026
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Groundwater Elevations
Where do we stand relative 
to our sustainable 
management criteria 
(SMCs)?
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Note: Undesirable results occur when 50 
percent of water levels in representative 
wells fall below Minimum Threshold (for 2 
consecutive years of average and above-
average precipitation) 
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Groundwater Elevations

Some perspective:
Paso Robles 
Formation Wells

Decline of 10 feet!
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2015 to 2026
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Groundwater Elevations

Some perspective:
Careaga Sand Wells

Decline of 2 feet
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2015 to 2026
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2015 to 2026



Thank you!

Tim Nicely 
GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

tnicely@gsiws.com

Photo Credit: Jeremy Ball, Courtesy of Longoria Wines
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